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wliich had developed at the expense of the left kidneyv No urinary troubles 
had ever been noticed during life .—Mouvement Medical, Nov. 9, 1872. 

31. Bronzed Colouration of the Slcin. —Prof. Behter maintains that the con¬ 
nection which Addison observes between a special form of asthenia, alteration 
of the supra-renal capsules and bronzing of the skin, and in the combination of 
which he recognized a new disease, is far from being clearly established. He 
shows that alteration of the capsules and asthenia may coincide without any 
alteration of the skin, and also bronzed skin may be observed without alteration 
of the supra-renal capsules, also that disease of the capsules may occur without 
alteration of the skin. He shows that the most frequently observed lesions in 
the supra-renal capsules are those commonly considered scrofulous or tuber¬ 
culous, and with these the bronzed skin may be wanting. He also maintains 
that the general conditions and symptoms which have been attributed to the 
so-called Addison’s disease are variable and uncertain. He argues that, inas¬ 
much as the normal anatomy and physiology of the supra-renal capsules are at 
present not well known and doubtful, it is impossible to assess the pathological 
value of the alterations which these organs undergo and of their symptomato¬ 
logy, especially as their pathological manifestations are inconstant. Whilst, 
therefore, he allows that the phenomena of bronzed skin and capsular disease 
are worthy of careful study, he denies that the problem has been solved by 
Addison. The supra-renal capsules are not the point de dipart of the altered 
colouration of the skin. M. Landois thinks that bronzed colouration is a 
symptom which may be met with in all cachexias, that it is only a result of the 
local transformation of the epithelium—a particular instance of functional dis¬ 
turbance. The objections to this opinion are that bronzed skin is rare in in¬ 
dividuals affected by the cancerous, tuberculous, and other cachexias. ButM. 
Bdhier agrees with Landois that the bronzed malady is not a well-established 
and defined morbid entity.— Brit, and For. Med.-Chir. Rev., Oct. 1872, from 
L' Union M'edical, April 18 and May 2, 1872. 

32. Idiopathic Development of Pigmentous Sarcomata of the Skin .—In 

contrast with that form of pigmentous sarcomata of the skin, which are evidently 
metastatic (consecutive), Kaposi (Archtvf. Dermatol, u. St/ph., IV. 2, 1872), 
has given the history of five cases, in which the sarcomata were developed 
idiopathically. The essential features, exhibited by these idiopathic cases, 
were the appearance on the skin, without any apparent exciting cause, of 
nodules of the size of a hazelnut, of a brownish or blackish colour; flat at 
their upper surface, and of a firm, elastic feel. They appear first on the soles of 
the feet and insteps, then upon the hands, subsequently upon the arms, legs, face, 
and trunk. The nodules in part become atrophied and disappear; while others 
give rise to a gangrenous ulceration. In a later stage of the complaint, similar 
nodules appear upon the mucous coat of the larynx, trachea, the stomach and 
intestines. The complaint generally terminates fatally in between two and 
three years. It is a remarkable circumstance that the lymphatic glands were 
in all the cases recorded free from disease.— Centralblatt f. d. Med. Wissen- 
schaften, Aug. 17, 1872. D. F. 0. 

33. Contributions to the Therapeutics of Diabetes Mellitus. —Dr. Balthazar 
Foster in an interesting paper (Brit, and Foreign Med.-Chir. Rev., Oct. 1872) 
gives the results of investigations made by him to determine the effects of reme¬ 
dies in controlling the excretion of sugar in diabetes mellitus. Six drugs were 
experimented with, and the conclusions which the study of the cases seem to 
justify as to the influence exercised by each drug are detailed. 

The peroxide of hydrogen was given in two cases. It had little or no influ¬ 
ence in diminishing the sugar excretion. In the one case in which the sugar 
and water fell, the skin acted most copiously, and the perspiration contained a 
large quantity of sugar. The improvement in the state of the urine was, no 
doubt, due to this second channel of elimination. In other cases, not here re¬ 
corded, the remedy has failed me. 
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The liquid extract of ergot was given in four cases, one of which was compli¬ 
cated by extensive lung and kidney mischief. The ergot was given on the 
hypothesis that it might lessen the congestion of the abdominal viscera. The 
effects observed to follow the nse of ergot were—(1) decrease in the quantity 
of urinary water, (2) slight decrease in the quantity of sugar, (3) slight fall in 
the specific gravity of the urine. The decrease in urinary water 1 have also 
observed in cases of diabetes insipidus, as well as in other cases of true diabetes. 

The potash salts were given in succession to the same patient. The results 
show that they have no power of diminishing the quantity of urine or the amount 
of sugar. In other cases I have obtained similar results with alkalies, and have 
never observed any beneficial effects from their use in diabetes. It is worthy 
of note that in neither case was the acid reaction of the urine neutralized, al¬ 
though the urine is twice noted as being only faintly acid. 

Opium was given to the same patient after the potash salts. The quantity 
of water fell, the specific gravity remained very stationary, and the quantity of 
sugar was lessened. The patient, however, improved manifestly out of propor¬ 
tion to the diminution of the sugar, an improvement which I have noticed in 
other cases under opium, when the sugar diminution has not been great, and 
which I am inclined to attribute to the influence of the opium in lessening the 
urea excreted. In the case here recorded the urea fell in the course of ten days 
nearly 120 grains. The opium in this case did not act nearly as well as it does 
in some cases. 

Bromide of potassium in combination with tr. ferri perchloridi was given 
in two cases. This combination I, have found much more useful in diabetes 
than the bromide alone ; I have, however, only found it beneficial in mild cases. 
In such cases it seems to have some slight influence in diminishing the amount 
of'water and checking the craving after food. This latter is its chief recom¬ 
mendation. 

Lactic acid was given in four of the cases, and in one case combined with 
skim milk. In three of the cases the lactic acid was given in small doses, not 
exceeding two drachms a day. In two of these, rheumatic symptoms were pro¬ 
duced, the quantity of urine fell, the specific gravity was not much affected, the 
sugar was diminished in quantity and the patients improved. In one case the 
sugar was not estimated, but the quantity of urine was lessened, and the specific 
gravity fell slightly, while no rheumatic symptoms appeared. In one of the 
cases the lactic acid was given in much larger doses to the extent of 3 oz. 
daily. In this case no rheumatic symptoms whatever were produced. The 
urinary water was diminished, the specific gravity was scarcely affected, and 
the sugar fell slightly, rising again when the acid was discontinued. In all 
these cases but one the functions of the skin were restored by the lactic acid. 
In this way the decrease of water may be wholly or partly explained. Thirst 
was not diminished particularly, and the appetite was if anything increased. 

The use of lactic acid in cases dieted on skim milk is illustrated by one case. 
In mild forms of diabetes this treatment lias often succeeded in my hands. Its 
chief recommendation is its greater ease of application than restriction t o pure¬ 
ly non-amylaceous food. 

In addition to the effect of remedies, the cases related by Dr. E. illustrate the 
frequency of grief as an antecedent of the disease ; the frail tenure on which the 
life of the diabetic is held, and the slight exertion by which this tenure is de¬ 
stroyed ; and lastly the congestion of the abdominal viscera is exemplified in 
the post-mortem of one of the cases. 

The details of eleven cases are given. 

34. Hypodermic Injection of Ergotine in Internal Hemorrhages .■—Dr. 
Draschb, Physician to the Kudolf-Stiftung of Vienna, has published in some 
recent numbers (37-40) of the Wiener Med. Wochenschrift an interesting series 
of papers on “ The Employment and Action of Hypodermic Injections of Ergotin 
in Hemorrhage.” After adverting to the difficulty which frequently exists in 
the treatment of hemorrhages that occur in the course of various diseases in 
the form of haemoptysis, epistaxis, haematemesis, etc., he goes on to describe 
the results he has obtained from the employment of ergotin. This must be 



